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Chapter 8 - The Industrial Revolution 

 

A.) Causes of the Industrial Revolution 

•  Starts in the northeast in the 19th century because this region had the greatest supply of    

capital and labor both native and immigrant!  

•  The completion of the Erie Canal and the transcontinental railroads contributed by 

making the movement of goods and people easier and cheaper.  

•  The use of the factory system spreads from the textile factories to nearly every industry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B.) What it Was! 

•  Complete transformation of life as we know it!  

•  All businesses begin to use the factory system/model in order to produce their products  

as fast as possible and as cheap as possible in order to satisfy increasing demand.  

•  As transportation expanded the demand for goods and services encouraged the spread of 

industrialization.   

•  Americans shifted from a rural to an urban life.  

   Urbanization - the growth and development of cities.  
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C.) Effects of the Industrial Revolution 

 

1.) Social  

     - Millions of rural Americans move to urban areas in search of jobs. 

     - Millions of European immigrant move to the United States in search 

       of opportunity. (Irish = Potato Famine, Germans = War) 

     - Business owners loved immigration = CHEAP LABOR, native born white Americans 

       opposed it!  

     - Social Darwinism & Nativism develops as a result - reemergence of the KKK.  

     - Workers & families end up living in tenement housing in slums.  

     - Severe health and sanitation issue in the living areas.  

     - Extremely dangerous, low paying, long working day jobs.  

     - Exploitation of children 

     - Development of a socially conscious Middle-Class  
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2.) Economic 

    - Growing gap between the haves & the have-nots.  

    - The development of the Corporation - a business owned by stockholders, who could can  

     generate large amounts of capital 

    - Application of the factory model to all industries 

    - Belief in a laissez faire capitalistic system allowed robber barons to develop and   

      become extremely wealthy and powerful often through ruthless tactics.  

    - Competition was limited or non-existent in many industries in the United States as 

      corporations formed mergers, trusts and even monopolies!  
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3.) Political 

    -  Government policy at first favored big business, believing that if they interfered with 

       business practices, it would interfere with the economy and negatively impact it.  

    - Big Business was able to have a significant amount of influence of government policy!  

    - Government policy was very anti-union in the beginning believing that unions were tied  

      to communism which was developing in Europe. 

    - Government policy was influenced by Social Darwinism and Nativism and began to  

      restrict immigration in the country. (National Origins Act, Chinese Exclusion Act) 

    - By the end of the 19th Century, government policy shifted away from laissez-faire to  

     a free-market system, in which the government regulates what it feels is necessary for 

     the public good.  

 

 

 

 

D.)  Government Regulation Begins!  



8 

 

 

 

• Gibbons v Ogden (1824) - Supreme Court case that ruled that the Federal Government has 

the authority to regulate interstate commerce. (business & trading between states) 

• Interstate Commerce Act (1887) - Created the Interstate Commerce Commission, Marked 

the 1st time that a Federal regulatory agency was established. Was passed in response to 

demands of small businesses and farmers.  

• Sherman Anti-Trust Law (1890) - Law passed by Congress in attempt to limit the power of 

monopolies 

• Clayton Anti-Trust Act - Declared that unions were not conspiracies in restraint against 

trade and there for are legal and allowed to exist!  

• Federal Reserve Act (1913) - created the Federal Reserve, whose goal is to provide a stable 

supply of money and credit and to control the interest rates.  
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Chapter 9 - The Progressive Era  (Late 1800s - 1917) 
  

 A.) The Progressive Movement  

  - a movement to correct the economic and social abuses of industrial society. Supported 

secret ballot, income tax, direct election of Senators, Prohibition 

   - Progressives: believed that the government needs to regulate big business to protect 

consumers. Opposed laissez-faire attitude of the 19th century. The Progressive Movement 

was a response to the industrialization and urbanization of the U.S.  

 

B.) A Progressive View of Government 

 Progressives wanted to see democracy expanded and more citizens more directly involved 

and participating in the governmental processes. through laws such as the initiative, 

referendum, secret ballots and direct election of Senators, 

 17th Amendment - Citizens directly vote on who would represent them in Senate, in 

order to have Congress more responsive to the people!  

 Civil Service Exams - Laws were passed requiring people to take/pass tests before 

obtaining government jobs in order to eliminate patronage and corruption. This was a 

reaction to the Spoils System started by President Jackson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Addams established “Hull House” settlement houses for immigrants and 

provided assistance to the poor. 

W.E.B. DuBois founded the NAACP in order to end segregation and win equal 

rights 

Booker T 

Washington 

Believed that African Americans should pursue education as the 

key to improving social status. Founded vocational training 

schools in the 1800s to improve economic opportunities for 

African Americans.  
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C.) Rise of the Labor Movement 
Labor Union- An organization of employees 

formed to bargain with the employer in order to get 

certain things such as better working conditions, 

benefits, and pay.  Business leaders opposed the 

efforts of Labor unions to organize and improve 

conditions.  Clayton Antitrust Act made unions 

legal. 

 Collective Bargaining -  Discussions between 

labor union leaders and management  

(owners/ bosses) to agree on a contract for workers.  

 Wagner Act (1935)- Legalized collective 

bargaining 

 Triangle Shirtwaist Company Fire -  Tragedy in 

which many women workers were killed in a 

factory fire.  Drew national attention to the need to 

protect the safety of workers.    

 Samuel Gompers - Organized workers into unions 

in order to strive for better conditions and better pay.    

 American Federation of Labor -  The first long-lasting, successful labor union in the 

U.S., because it fought for the rights of skilled workers, focused on gains in wages and 

working conditions, and was organized on a nationwide basis,   
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D.) Muckrakers  

  Journalists and writers who exposed the horrible conditions that existed as a result of 

industrial society.  

 

 Pure Food & Drug Act (1906)- Law that provided federal inspection of meat products and 

forbade the manufacture, sale, or transportation of unsafe food products and poisonous 

medicines.  Resulted from demands for direct consumer protection.  Federal government was 

able to pass it because of the elastic clause.    

 Meat Inspection Act -  Created sanitary standards established for slaughterhouses and meat 

processing plants.  Passed as a result of writings of muckrakers.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upton Sinclair “The Jungle” - in his book he exposed the horrible conditions 
that exist in the meat packing industry.  

Jacob Riis “How the Other Half Lives” - in his publication, he exposes the 
horrible living conditions that most industrial workers must 
endure. 

Ida Tarbell “The History of the Standard Oil Company” - in her publication 
she shows the ruthless business tactics taken by John D. 
Rockefeller.  
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E.) The Growth of Third Parties 

 

1.) Populist Party -  A political coalition of farming interests directed against banking and 

railroads.    

• A third party that eventually disappeared but their ideas prospered and later became law.  

• Expressed the discontent of many farmers with their ongoing economic problems.    

• Proposed the national income tax, free and unlimited coinage of silver, direct election 

of senators, government ownership of railroads.  Supported anti-trust laws.    

• Similar to the Progressive Party because both opposed the strict laissez-faire attitudes of 

the federal government, and both wanted the use of Federal power to correct social and 

economic problems.    

 

2.) Granger Movement - Wanted to force railroads to lower freight fates.  Wanted to pass 

laws increasing Federal regulation of monopolies. They also wanted economic policy that 

controlled inflation. Supported by farmers in the west.    
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F.) President Theodore Roosevelt the Progressive President 

• New Nationalism - Policy designed to help the U.S. solve problems caused by 

industrialization.   

• Square Deal -  Increased the role of the Federal Government in dealing with social and 

economic problems.    

• Trust Busting -  Had policies that encouraged competition in business by attacking 

monopolies, trusts, pools, etc. Became known as the Trustbuster.  Believed the government 

should regulate big business.    

• A primary objective of his was to awaken public interest in conservation efforts (saving 

the environment).  Set aside land for national forests and water projects.    
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Chapter 10 - U.S. Imperialism 
 

A.) Reasons for Imperialism 

 Due to the expansion of American industry  during the 1800’s, the U.S. needed to obtain 

raw materials and new markets (the U.S. needed more raw materials to make products 

and a place to sell those products) 

 Social Darwinism – Belief amongst some Americans that applied Charles Darwin’s 

“survival of the fittest” to business and government policy. Justified going to less 

developed areas. 

 

B.) Spanish-American War 

• Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hears used yellow journalism to generate public 

support for the war.  They wrote articles about the sinking of the battleship USS Maine in 

Havana Harbor.   

• As a result of the war, the U.S. built the Panama Canal so they could move more quickly 

between oceans in order to increase trade and military security.    

• A major result was that, the U.S. obtained overseas colonies and was recognized as a world 

power.   
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C.) Latin America 

 Roosevelt Corollary aka Big Stick Policy -  “Walk softly but carry a big stick.” Policy 

that was used by the U.S under President Theodore Roosevelt to police the Western 

Hemisphere and intervene in Latin American affairs.  Wanted to prevent the extension 

of European control over Latin America.    

 Expanded the Monroe Doctrine - Claimed the Monroe Doctrine permits the U.S. to 

intervene actively in the affairs of Latin American nations.   

 Dollar Diplomacy - attempted to increase the U.S. power in Latin America.  Indicated a 

U.S. desire to interact with foreign countries in ways that were profitable to U.S. 

corporations.  Corporations needed a place to sell surplus (extra) goods.    

 Panama Canal - President Roosevelt promised the people of Panama who were seeking 

to break free from Columbia that he would support them in exchange for allowing the US 

the right to build and operate the Panama Canal.  
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C.) President Woodrow Wilson 

• Supported the creation of the Federal Reserve System (1913) in 

order to regulate the amount of money in circulation.    

• New Freedom - Designed to help the U.S. solve problems caused by 

industrialization by limiting the power of big business 

• Adopted a policy of neutrality at the beginning of World War I.    

• Claimed that the Progressive movement would be best served by 

continued peace  

• During his reelection campaign in 1916 he used the slogan “He kept 

us out of war,” but after he was reelected in 1917 Wilson asked 

Congress to declare war on Germany because Germany resumed unrestricted submarine 

warfare and were violating the freedom of the seas. (Sinking of the Lusitania)  
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Chapter 11 World War I 

 

A.) Causes of the Great War 

 At the outbreak of WWI in Europe (1914), most Americans believed that their country 

should stay out of war.    

 During the first 3 years of WWI, the U.S. tried to maintain freedom of the seas and trade 

with European nations (Britain & France) but Germany attacked any ships that traded 

with their enemies.    

  German’s violate the freedom of the seas by resuming unrestricted submarine warfare 

(which became a major reason for why the U.S. entered WWI in 1917.   

  Wilson declares “The world must be made safe for democracy” in order to justify his 

decision to ask Congress to declare war against Germany 

 

B.) During the War 

 Espionage Act/ Sedition Act (1917) - Used by Wilson’s administration during WWI to 

silence critics of the war effort.  This illustrated that national interest is sometimes given 

priority over individual rights.    

 Schenck v. U.S. (1919) -  Supreme court ruled that freedom of speech for war protesters 

could be limited during wartime.  The “clear-and present danger” doctrine permits the 

government to limit speech that threatens the security of the nation.  Freedom of speech is 

not absolute.    

 Wilson ordered controls on the U.S. industry to fight WWI.    

 These actions show that Executive (aka Presidential) power can increase during times of 

international crises.   

 Similar to Andrew Jackson, Abraham Lincoln, and later Franklin D. Roosevelt because 

they all expanded presidential powers.  
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C.) Economic Effects of the War 

•WWI was a significant benefit to the U.S. economy because it provided a market for the 

U.S. industry (the armies of the U.S. and its allies needed a lot of supplies which gave U.S. 

factories a lot of business).    

• Growth of automobile industry after WWI changed the U.S. economy by stimulating the 

development of other new industries. (steel, glass, rubber, fabric, electronics)   

• In terms of international trade and finance, the U.S. emerged from WWI as a leading 

creditor nation (U.S. becomes the world’s leading economic power).    

• American women helped gain support for the suffrage (right to vote) movement by working 

in wartime industries.   

• African Americans migrate to the North during and following WWI as a result of the 

availability of new factory jobs.    
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D.) Political Effect of World War I 

 

Fourteen Points-statement of principles proposed by President Wilson that would govern the 

postwar world.    

• Aimed to prevent international tensions from leading to war again.    

• Believed that the principal of self-determination should be applied to people of all nations 

(they should be free to rule themselves (aka no more colonies).    

• Established the League of Nations.    

 Congress refused to sign the Treaty of Versailles (even though President Wilson wanted 

them to) because many Senators objected to the U.S. membership in the League of Nations, 

fearing that it would pull the U.S. into another major war.    

• U.S. follows a policy of neutrality & isolationism during the 1920’s and 30’s because of a 

disillusionment (disappointment, frustration) with WWI and its results.    

• Washington Naval Conferences & Kellog-Briand Pact- Were attempts by the U.S. to 

achieve peace and arms control in the decade after WWI   

• Bolshevik Revolution (Communist takeover of Russia 1917) increased nativism leading to 

the Red Scare (fear of Communism in the U.S. following WWI).    

• Passage of the Immigration Quote acts of 1921 & 1924 (restricted the amount of 

immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe) because of a recurrence of nativist attitudes 

following WWI (Americans became more fearful and hatful of foreigners being communists).    
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Chapter 12 – The Gilded Age 

 

A.) Women’s Rights Movement 

 Women began their fight for suffrage in the middle of the 19
th
 century.  

 Seneca Falls Convention (1848) – Both men and women met to discuss how they could 

overcome the subjugation of women and establish equality. Published a Declaration of 

Statements, to make their ideas and goals known to the public.  

 Susan B. Anthony, Carrie Chapman Catt, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia 

Mott were major female leaders of the women’s rights movement. 

 Many of the western states granted women the right to vote before the adoption of the 

19
th
 Amendment because frontier women played important roles in society. 
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B.) The Roaring Twenties 

 The 1920s are known at the “roaring twenties” because of the widespread social and 

economic change and changing cultural values. During the 20’s there was a conflict 

between old and new American ideals. 

 

1.) Social Change 

 Prohibition – the Temperance Movement or anti-alcohol movement swept throughout 

the U.S. and was able to ban the manufacture and sale of alcohol with the 18
th

 

Amendment.  

    - led to an increase in organized crime 

    - Respect for the law decreased 

    - Led to a public awareness that unpopular laws are difficult to enforce 

    - Prohibition was officially ended by the 21
st
 Amendment. 

 Increase of nativism can be illustrated by the Red Scare, trial of Sacco & Vanzetti, 

and the activities of the Ku Klux Klan 

 Immigration acts of the 1920s attempted to use quotas to limit immigration from southern 

and eastern Europe. Afraid that these immigrants would bring in “anti-American” ways 

and destroy America. (Red Scare) 

 Sacco & Vanzetti – Two immigrant anarchists who were convicted of murder and 

executed with very little evidence during the height of the Red Scare. Demonstrated U.S. 

intolerance towards immigrants. Represented a threat to civil liberties.  

 Scopes “Monkey” Trial – John Scopes was convicted in 1925 for teaching about 

evolution because it conflicted with what the Bible says.  

   - the conviction was supported by some Americans who wanted to promote traditional 

fundamentalist values. (people who believe strictly in a set of principals & do not 

consider other views or opinions acceptable) 

   - illustrated a conflict between religious beliefs and scientific theories 

   - illustrated a larger conflict over cultural values in American society during the 20s 
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 Harlem Renaissance – African American authors and artists used literature and art to 

celebrate the richness of their heritage. Ex.) Langston Hughes, Bessie Smith, Duke 

Ellington.  
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 Flappers – Women during the 1920s that rejected traditional feminine roles. Refused to 

conform to society’s expectations (they acted and dressed how they wanted to, not how society 

told them they should.  

 Automobiles, radio and motion pictures all had an influence on what people considered to 

be “American culture”  
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2.) Economic Change 

 Henry Ford – use of the assembly line in the production of automobiles led directly to a 

decrease in the cost of automobiles. 

 Growth of the automobile industry changed the economy by stimulating the development 

of other new industries. (steel, glass, electronics, design) 

 Development of many new consumer goods led to rapid economic growth in the 1920s 

 The number of credit purchases increased – people accumulating a lot of debt!  

 Emergence of a “consumer culture”, where people become obsessed with buying and 

owning possessions. Buying on installments only encourages buying.  

 Installment Buying – paying for something a little at a time rather than all at once, often 

times paying interest along with principal. 

 A belief in never-ending prosperity helped to promote heavy increases in stock 

speculation.  

 During the 1920s, the prevailing view of the government’s role in the economy was that 

the government should interfere as little as possible.  

 President Warren G Harding – called for a return to normalcy following the end of 

WWI, by advocating for reduced international involvement and less government 

regulation of businesses. 

 President Calvin Coolidge – believed the economy functions best if government allows 

businesses to operate freely. Small farmers suffered under Coolidge, big business 

boomed!  
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Name:  ____________________ 
 

America: The Story of Us 
Boom ~ Episode 8 
 

1. What natural resource is discovered beneath Texas dirt?  What do men call it? 
 

2. Beneath the Hamill’s feet lay oil reserves that were worth how much today? 
 

3. How much do the Hamills get for every foot they drill? 
 

4. How many people die in oil explosions each year? 
 

5. What is the thicker liquid that the Hamills get from the nearby cattle? 
 

6. The men were hoping for 50 barrels a day, but the well ended up producing how much 
a day? 

 
7. The price of oil plummets from $2.00 a barrel to _________  _________. 
 

8. What is the revolutionary process that Henry Ford uses to make cars more efficiently? 
 

9. What do all the people do when they want to brake when Roscoe Sheller takes people 
out to drive? 

 
10. What sign is put up in California that is still there today? 
 

11. William Mulholland finally reaches a place called ___________ Valley where he found 
water for the city of L.A. 

 
12. How many men died building the aqueduct that brought water to Los Angeles? 
 

13. What did local farmers try to do to the aqueduct because it ruined their farmland? 
 

14. What was it called when 1.5 million African-Americans moved form the south to the 
north? 

 
15. How much did Henry Ford pay his workers per day whether they were white or black? 
 

16. What ultimately happened to the boy on the raft in Lake Michigan in Chicago? 
 

17. In 1920, for the first time more Americans live in __________ areas than _________. 
 

18. What did Billy Sunday think was ruining society? 
 

19. What did the 18th Amendment do in America? 
 

20. Even the President has a private ______  _____________ during prohibition. 
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21. What new national pastime was developed because of the supped up cars? 
 

22. Who is the most notorious gangster in Chicago, Illinois? 
 

23. Who do they believe was responsible for the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre? 
 

24. What was Al Capone found guilty of?  How many years did he go to jail for? 
 

25. What happens to prohibition on December 5, 1933? 
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Chapter 13 – The Great Depression 

 

A.) Long Term Causes of the Great Depression 

 1.) Overproduction – the rapid production of many new products made possible by the 

expansion of industrialization. (Cars, household appliances) Soon, businesses were producing 

more goods than people could afford to buy.  

 2.) Uneven Distribution of Wealth – the 1920s “boom” did not create a equal 

distribution of the benefits. Many African-Americans, Hispanics, Native Americans, farmers and 

industrial workers faced hard times. 

 3.) Shaky Banking – The government failed to regulate effectively either the banking 

system or the stock market. Bankers often invested their depositors’ $$ in risky investments.  

 4.) Buying on Credit – Many consumers were buying more than they could afford on all 

the new types of goods and services being produced.  

 5.) Speculation – In the 1920s, the stock market & real estate soared in value. Many 

people bought stocks and property hoping to get rick quick! To make matters worse, people were 

buying stocks & property on the margin – only paying a small % down and promising to pay rest 

off later!  
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B.) The Great Depression Begins! 

 1.) The Stock Market Crash – On October 29, 1929 prices on the New York Stock 

Exchange bean to plunge, and soon hit all-time lows. Corporations could on longer raise funds. 

People could not repay their loans or rent leading to bank failures!  

 2. Impact of the Great Depression  

                    – 1000s of families lost their savings as banks disappeared! 

– Businesses closed, bank foreclosed on homes and millions of Americans   

unemployed 

– Demand for goods fell as people lost their jobs, as demand fell, prices fell and 

more factories close….it was a downward spiral!  

– No government welfare programs existed to help the people during the 

Depression, charities and other organizations tried their best to help.  
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C.) The Dust Bowl/The Dirty Thirties 

–  Beginning in the 1870s, farmers in the 

Great Plains began to use mechanization to 

increase their food production. 

– Years of droughts and intensive farming 

turned the once fertile topsoil into dry dust. 

– Heavy windstorms would stir up the dust 

and blow it across the Great Plains 

devastating towns and farms along the way. 

– 1000s farmers lost their homes and were 

forced to move to the West Coast.  
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D.) President Hoover’s Policy  

– Like President Calvin Coolidge before him, Hoover favored a laissez-faire economic 

policy. He believed that government involvement stifled economic growth and 

progress and to let business operate freely without any control. 

– When the Depression began, he continued on that policy believing that the Depression 

was just a temporary hiccup and that the economy would fix itself soon.  

– As the Depression got worse, Americans began to blame the President for not doing 

something to help their plight!  

– Hoover ran for re-election in 1932, but lost due to his economic policy1  

An example of a “Hooverville” 
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E.) Franklin D. Roosevelt & the New Deal 

– The Governor of New York, Franklin D. Roosevelt easily defeated 

Herbert Hoover in the 1932 Presidential Election. 

– He promised Americans a “New Deal” to get them back to work 

– The New Deal established the principle that the federal government would bear the 

responsibility of making sure that the economy runs smoothly. 

– The New Deal permanently increased the size and scope of the federal government 

F.) The 3 Rs – Relief, Recovery & Reform 

– As soon as he took office, he called Congress into special session and over the course of the 

next 100 days introduced many new pieces of legislation in order to try and address the 

economic problems.  

Relief Recovery Reform 

Short Term 

Emergency public jobs to try and 

address the out of control 

unemployment rate 

 

Civilian Conservation Corps 

(CCC) 1933 – jobs provided to 

young people to plant trees & work in 

parks. Pay sent home to parents. 

 

Works Progress Admin 

(WPA)1935  – The WPA created 

jobs by hiring artists, writers and 

musicians to compose.  

 

Medium Term 

Were programs designed to 

increase incentives to produce 

and rebuild people’s purchasing 

power.  

 

National Recovery Admin 

(NRA) 1933 – asked businesses 

to voluntarily follow codes 

which set price limits, minimum 

wages and production levels.   

 

Agricultural Adjustment Acts 

(AAA) – Gov’t paid farmers to 

not plant hoping increase the 

prices of food. Gov’t also would 

buy surplus to keep prices high. 

Long Term 

Government programs and institutions 

created in order to regulate and oversee 

the economy.  

 

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

 

 

Securities & Exchange Commission 

 

 

National Labor Act 

 

 

Social Security 
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G.) Reactions to the New Deal  

– Roosevelt’s efforts to combat the Depression made him very popular to a majority of the 

American public.  

– 1935-1936, the Supreme Court ruled against Roosevelt and the New Deal, declaring that 

the AAA & the NRA were unconstitutional 

– Roosevelt feared that the Supreme Court would soon shut down more of his programs.  

 

H.) The Court Packing Scandal  

– Worried that his New Deal programs will be ruled unconstitutional, he proposes the idea of 

adding 6 new Supreme Court Justices.  

– His opponents see him as trying to gain control of all 3 branches of government and therefor 

eliminate the system of checks & balances.  

– Congress rejected his idea which was not very popular with the public.  

 

I.) The 1936 Election  

– Was the most one sided victory in all of United States Presidential elections!  

– F.D.R. won nearly 61% of the popular vote and all but 8 electoral votes!  

– Democrats gained additional seats in Congress and were now in control of the executive & 

judicial branches!  
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Chapter 14 – World War II  

 

A.) Europe’s Response to the Depression 

 The Great Depression did not just impact America; the consequences could be felt 

worldwide.  

 Most European nations suffered horribly during the economic downturn. 

 Fascism emerged in many regions of Europe as a “solution” to the Depression.  

 Fascism – ultranationalist political philosophy that puts that existence and welfare of the 

state above individual rights and liberties. The glory & honor of the nation must be 

defended at all costs.  

 

B.) The Rise of Benito Mussolini  

 Italy’s problems did not begin with the start of the Depression. 

 The end of WWI brought many problems to Italy including 

1.) nearly 500,000 soldiers killed 

2.) huge war debt  

3.) feeling of betrayal from the British and French  

4.) ineffective government run by coalitions.  

 Benito Mussolini formed the Fascist Party & promised a 

return to a Golden Age and a new Roman Empire.  

 1922 – He was appointed Prime Minister by King Victor 

Emanuel in order to put down a communist rebellion.  

 After crushing the communists, he marched onto Rome and 

demanded control of the national government.  

 Once in charge of Italy, he set out to transform the country 

using his Fascist ideology! 

 By 1940 – had invaded North and East Africa and was on his way to establishing a new 

Roman Empire!  
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C.) The Rise of Adolf Hitler 

 Following WWI, Germany was in economic, political and social ruins!  

 Blamed for  WWI and forced to pay reparations to the Allied Powers. 

 Weimar Republic was viewed my many Germans as a weak and incompetent 

government. The Depression only made matters worse inside of Germany!  

 Adolf Hitler, like Benito Mussolini, promised his people that he and his Nazi Party 

would restore glory, honor and dignity to the German people.  

 Under Hitler, Nazi Germany began an aggressive political policy in the 1930s and began to 

violate the Treaty of Versailles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



76 

 

 

D.) The Rise of Imperial Japan 

 Japan began a policy of industrialization and expansion that began in 1868 and lasted 

until their defeat in 1945  

 Japan emerged at the beginning of the 20
th
 century as a world power after military 

victories over Korea, Russia and China.  

 The need for raw materials and resources fueled Japan’s imperial conquests..  

 By the beginning of 1940, Japan had gone on to gain control of most of eastern Asia, 

they saw the United States and its military outposts in the Pacific Ocean as their only 

threat to their empire.  
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D.) Failure of the League of Nations 

 The League of Nations was formed after WWI to try and settle disputes between 

nations and avoid another global crisis.  

 The League did not have any way to enforce its rulings or militarily intervene in areas 

of hostility. 

 As the Nazis, Italian Fascists and Japanese began their aggressive invasions, the League 

was unable to stop them!  

 Another reason that the League was unable to stop the aggression was that the United 

States and the Soviet Union had refused to join the organization.  

 

E.) Appeasement – Giving into the Bullies 

 In order to avoid another world war, European leaders met and gave into Nazi 

demands for territory in France, Austria and Czechoslovakia.  

 Instead of appeasing Hitler, in only proved to him that he could continue his 

aggression and no one would stop him. He quickly invaded the rest of Czechoslovakia.  

 Hitler demanded Poland, England refused and promised Poland if Hitler invaded than 

England would declare war and come to their aid.  
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F.) America Tries to Stay Out of It 

 As the tension in Europe escalated throughout the 1930s, the US tried to avoid getting 

involved in the fight.  

 Congress passed the Neutrality Acts – which banned the sale of weapons to warring 

nations or from traveling on their ships.  

 By the end of the 1930s, it was evident that neutrality was no longer going to work, so 

the US changed its policy and began to sell weapons to countries it believed were vital 

to the defense of the United States  Lend Lease Policy   

 America declares a trade embargo on Japan due to its invasion of mainland Asia. 

This leads to Japan to plan an attack against the US and Southeast Asia.  

 

g.) The War Comes Home 

 It retaliation for the U.S. trade embargo and anticipating the US joining the war, the 

Japanese launched a sneak attack on southeast Asia and the U.S. naval base at 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on Dec 7, 1941 

 December 8
th
, President Roosevelt (who won an unheard of 3

rd
 term in 1940) asked 

Congress to declare war against the Japanese, Nazis and Fascist Italians aka the Axis 

Powers. 

 America joins the Allied Powers and begin to quickly mobilize for a war on 2 fronts!  
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G.) The Impacts of the War  
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1. Political – the federal government size grew as a result for the demand caused by the war 

effort. New agencies and organizations developed, many which still exist today!  

2. Economic – the federal government took control of many industries in order to best use 

resources for the war efforts. Prices were fixed and rationing was implemented in order to 

make sure necessities were available for everyone. The government ran a huge budget 

deficit as a result of the massive spending needed for the war. Bonds were a huge source 

of revenue! 

3. Social – many new groups of people were given opportunities that had not existed before 

the war (women & African American). Other groups faced increased discrimination & 

hostility and attacks upon their rights (Japanese internment camps) Use of 

propaganda/censorship to rally and continue support for the war effort!  
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H.) The Fall of the Axis in Europe 

 The Allied Powers are able to launch successful 

campaigns against the Axis Powers during 1943-

1945 in both the European and Pacific Theatres.  

 Italy was defeated after an invasion from North 

Africa, led by the United States.  

 D-Day – The Allies launched a massive invasion 

across the English Channel in order open up 

another front for Germany to fight at.  

 The Allied Powers are able to surround Nazi 

Germany in the Spring of 1945, Hitler commits 

suicide and the Nazis are defeated!  

 

 

 

I.) The Manhattan Project 

 When the war began, the United States began a top secret research 

program to develop a weapon unlike any seen before, the atom bomb.  

 Code named “the Manhattan Project”, the US used the best scientists 

from all over the world, to finally create a successful bomb in 1945. 

 President Harry Truman gives the orders to use the new weapon against 

the Empire of Japan in order to bring the war to and end and avoid 

risking millions of American lives in trying to invade Japan.  

          

 

 

J.) Hiroshima & Nagasaki  

 August 6
th

 & 9
th

 – the U.S. dropped atomic bombs on the cities of Hiroshima & 

Nagasaki, virtually destroying them.  

 100,000s killed from the blast and from radiation poisoning!  

 Japan surrendered days later. WWII is officially over!  
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America: The Story of Us 
World War II ~ Episode 10 

 

1. What fledging technology was ignored prior to the attack on Pearly Harbor?                                        
Why was it ignored? 

 
 

2. Why was the Pearl Harbor attack such a shock to the United States? 
 
 

3. What were the results of the attack on Pearl Harbor? 
 
 

4. Describe America’s transformation into “an arsenal of democracy.”  What new and 
lasting technologies were developed?  What did these technologies come to symbolize? 

 
 

5. How did World War II affect women? 
 
 

6. How did the war advance the rights of women? 
 
 

7. How did World War II impact the economy of the United States? 
 
 

8. How are making weapons as dangerous as using weapons?  What are the human costs? 
 
 

9. Describe the United States role in air combat over Europe during World War II?  What 
are the risks of these missions?  What new technologies are employed? 

 
 

10. What are the results of bombing industrial targets near civilian homes? 
 
 

11. During World War II, the American Armed Forces were still segregated by race.  Why 
do you think this issue became increasingly important during this era, leading to the 
desegregation of the Armed Forces a few years after the war?  (Hint:  You will need to 
come back to this question after the sequence on D-Day.) 

 
 

12. Describe the preparation for and execution of Operation Overlord (D-Day). 
 
 

13. Why was the invention of penicillin so important in the context of World War II? 
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14. What were some of the other advances in medicine that were important during the 
war? 

 
 

15. Describe the development of the atomic bomb.  Why were even the scientists who 
worked on the program skeptical about its effectiveness? 

16. What was the impact of using the atomic bomb on the cities of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki? 

 
 

17. Overall, what were the consequences of World War II for the United States? 
 
 

18. How was the United States changed by the war? 
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